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In Arguments on Abortion, the sequel to the best-selling May It Please the Court, Stephanie Guitton

and Peter Irons have selected the eight major cases on reproductive rights, including live tape

recordings as well as transcripts of the arguments, excerpts from the final decisions, photographs of

the justices who presided over the cases, reading lists, and a chronology of court history on

reproductive rights.
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The first title in this series, May It Please the Court: The Most Significant Oral Arguments Made

Before the Supreme Court Since 1955 (Audio Reviews, LJ 10/1/93), was published amid

controversy since the tapes were, technically, bootlegged. Eventually, the Supreme Court accepted

the public's right to hear history being made. The publisher is capitalizing on the popularity of the

first set with this more narrowly focused anthology. Included are eight Supreme Court cases on

abortion dating from 1965 to 1992, including the landmark Roe v. Wade (1973). The recordings are

slightly edited, with added narrative by Sylvia Law, Nadine Strossen, and Eleanor Holmes Norton

that provides contextual information. The quality of the recorded speeches is fairly good, and the

accompanying paperback book contains the complete transcript. Recommended for women's

studies collections and larger public libraries. Note: The set comes in a flimsy cardboard box with a

StyrofoamTM insert for the cassettes, so libraries will have to be innovative in processing for

circulation.?Nann Blaine Hilyard, Fargo P.L., N.D.Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.



A fascinating, you-are-there experience. . . An ear to history in the making. -- William Safire, The

New York TimesIn 1993 a book and tape collection of Supreme Court session recordings

introduced the public to Court proceedings: this set represents the first in a series of thematic

sequels, providing arguments on one of the most volatile themes in U. S. history. Key cases include

Roe v. Wade, plus government/individual conflicts. -- Midwest Book Review

You might expect a book full of court transcripts dull; in fact I thought it would be a little dry. But I've

been amazed by this book. I picked it up on a sale table in a book store - and came here to see if I

could find more in the series - One thing strikes you right away - Supreme Court justices are

SMART. The second thing that strikes you is that they have a huge amount of power, but are

subject to the same prejudices and personal attachments that affect us all (especially with regards

to abortion). You can see them grapple with deeply personal issues. It's fascinating (and sometimes

even witty) to read the chronology of court cases before, including and after Roe v Wade. You can

clearly see how abortion law has evolved.The book definitely has a pro-choice slant, so if you're

expecting a pro-life diatribe, this isn't your book. The language is clear and easy to read without the

kind of legal mumbo-jumbo we're used to hearing in movies. This has been an enriching read, one

that makes me feel profoundly human, fallible, and American.
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